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Conflict in Ethiopia 
 
On Wednesday 4th November 2020, the Government of 
Ethiopia, Africa’s second most populous country, 
launched military operations against the Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front (TPLF), a political party from the Tigray 
region in the north of Ethiopia. The Federal Government, 
led by Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, accused the TPLF of 
attacking a federal military camp in the region and 
attempting to loot military assets. The TPLF denies these 
accusations. Airstrikes have since been carried out by 
the Ethiopian military in Tigray region’s capital, Mek’ele. 

 

Psalm 91:3-8 

  Surely he will save you from 
the fowler's snare and from 
the deadly pestilence. 4 He 
will cover you with his 
feathers,and under his wings 
you will find refuge; his 
faithfulness will be your shield 
and rampart. 5 You will not 
fear the terror of night, nor the 
arrow that flies by day, 6 nor 
the pestilence that stalks in 
the darkness, nor the plague 
that destroys at midday. 7 A 
thousand may fall at your 
side, ten thousand at your 
right hand, but it will not come 
near you. 8 You will only 
observe with your eyes and 
see the punishment of the 
wicked. 

 

Background  

Ethiopia’s population of 115 million is divided 
among 80 unique ethnic groups. For almost 
30 years, Ethiopia was governed on a system 
of ethnic federalism under which the country 
was divided into nine different self-governing 
ethnic regions. The dominance of ethnicity 

within the political landscape has long 
created tensions and intermittent violence.  
 
The current Prime Minister, Abiy Ahmed, was 
swept into office on the promise of radical 
national reforms towards regional rather than 
ethnic federalism. His reforms included the 
release of political prisoners as well as an 
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historic rapprochement with neighbouring 
Eritrea after decades of conflict. 
 

The speed and direction of Mr Abiy's reforms 
has unsettled many factions in the ruling 
party and the nation as a whole. Despite 
Prime Minister Abiy emphasizing national 
unity, ethnic tensions and violence have been 
escalating since 2018. In June 2020, the 
killing of the singer-activist, Hachalu 
Hundessa, from the Oromo ethnic group, 
triggered days of unrest and violence in the 
capital Addis Ababa. 
 
There has been particular resentment among 
the Tigrayans who comprise just 6% of the 
population but dominated the previous 
government and military through the TPLF, 
as a political group.  

The Recent Escalation 

Tensions began to escalate further between 
the TPLF and the Abiy Ahmed government in 
September of this year when the TPFL 
objected to Addis Ababa’s decision to 
postpone national elections for a year on the 
basis of the COVID-19 pandemic. The TPFL 
proceeded to hold their own regional 
elections in Tigray, which the Ethiopian 
national government has refused to 
recognize. The national government called 
those elections illegal and diverted important 
funding away from the TPLF to local 
administrators in Tigray. The TPLF described 

this as an act of war against Tigray by the 
national government. 

Implications of Military Action 

Ethiopia has one of the largest militaries in 
Africa. The TPFL, with strong military roots, is 
also heavily armed, and some experts 
estimate the TPLF’s paramilitary force and 
local militia have some 250,000 troops. As the 
recent fighting escalates, many fear Ethiopia 
is on the verge of civil war, which would 
unleash instability throughout the Horn of 
Africa.  

 

Congress Presence in Ethiopia 
We have Kingdom communities and 
Congress saints across Ethiopia and the 
entire Horn of Africa, including the Tigray 
province. Tekleab Zeru, GCL Coordinator 
based in Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia, 
has reported to Dr. Woodroffe on the state 
and safety of the C-WBN related churches in 
the nation. Because of severed 
communications the status of all the saints is 
not known, but we are praying for the Lord’s 
intervention to protect our Congress families 
and the whole Body of Christ.  
 
Psalm 91 promises that God will be our 
refuge during the intensifying crises. We 
declare this reality to manifest powerfully for 
the saints of the Congress in this region.  
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